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The California-Nevada Railroad Historical Society 
bids you welcome to its third railfan jaunt over the Sierra 
Railroad. The "Gold Nugget Express" takes you into the 
heart of the once rip-roaring gold camps of Jimtown (James- 
town), Sonora and Chinese which were the subjects of many 
of the writings of Bret Harte and Mark Twain. 


It is only on special trips such as this one that 
you can’ride the rails of the Sierra Railroad for regular 
passenger service ceased when the Southern Pacific took off ’ 
their Stockton connection at Oakdale in 1938. The Sierra 
passenger equipment, however, is still seeing occasional 
service for the moving picture industry uses locations along 
the Sierra for many of its historical epics. This is done 
primarily because of the old equipment available on the Sierra 
as well as the lack of paved highways and telephone wires 
along the right-of-way. The Sierra keeps two of its loco- 
motives, numbers 3 and 18, especially for movie work as well 
as its old passenger rolling stock, These engines as well 
as more modern power will be spotted for the photographers on 
our westbound trip through Jamestown, 


The Sierra hauls little ore now and depends primarily 
upon the lumber business for revenue. Two large mills, one 





at Standard, the other at Tuolumne maintain their own railroads 
whose equipment can be seen as we arrive at these points. The 
Pickering Lumber Company trains use Sierra track between Stan- [| 
dard and Ralph and during the busy season as many as five trains | 
a day plague the dispatcher along this stretch. 


Again thank-you for coming on this trip into the 
"Old West"; we hope you will enjoy yourselves. and will be 
present on other excursions later this year and during the 
1949 Season, 
The Excursion Committee 








The Western Railroader _... 


P. 0. BOX 668 


For the Western Railfan Sen Mateo, Calihornia 


This is the second issue this year which "THE WESTERN 
RAILROADER" has joined with the excursion committee of the 
C-NRHS, We are glad to do this in the name of service to 
the railfan movement as a whole for our good offices have 
always been available to all railfan groups and our public- 
ation has been seen on the trips of every group in this 
Area, To those who are not subscribers, we invite your 
subscription to our monthly publication featuring historical 
items, current news and announcements of railfan trips and 
other activities, Send a dollar for the next ten issues 
to us at P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, California, 
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The Story of a Short-Line 
Siena Raiload Company 

From Arizona comes a tale of a railroad which 

like the Arabs simply folded up its tent over 

night and disappeared, «The line, as the story 

-goes, was a narrow gauge line between the 

towns of Ashfork and Phoenix which was left 

high and dry on the sand dunes when the Santa 

Fe decided to built its own standard gauge 

line between these two communities, The 

Arizona line faded from view on the desert via huge freight 

wagons to San Diego purportedly consigned aboard ship for some 


obscure China port only to be delivered at the Sierra foothills 
for the building of a line to the southern Mother Lode, 





This is the tale told by some for the origin of the rails 
of the Sierra Railway of California. We just don't know, but 
you can believe it if you wish, The Sierra Railway of Calif- 
ornia was incorporated in 1897 and completed to Tuolumne in 
1900 and Angels Camp in 1902, The original roadbed has been 
relocated at so many points that a traveler often wonders if 
another road parelled the Sierra, 


The map will reveal that the branch lines were, and even 
to this day, important feeders to the main line, Originally 
the Angeles branch was supplemented by the Hetch Hetchy and 
Yosemite Valleys Railroad out of Tuolumne. . Later the Sugar 
Pine Railway operated out of Sonora over the Sierra trackage 
to Ralph thense over its own rails eastward towards Strawberry, 


Out of Jamestown another project was the Yosemite Short 
Line Railroad. It started construction of a 30 inch gauge line 
with two tank engines, but after several miles of line were 
constructed the whole project was abandoned, The equipment 
was later used on the Empire City Railway connecting with the 
Sugar Pine Railroad. 


The Angels Branch was considered an achievement in rail- 
road building at the time of its opening, In two places 
switchbacks were necessary in order to get around hair-pin 
turns. Two short-coupled passenger cars were constructed for 
service on the line, Car #5, a combination, is still in ser- 
vice on the main line, but car #6, a straight passenger car, 
is now on the Hetch Hetchy Railroad, 


The Sierra employed a group of Shay and Heisler geared 
locomotives on the Angels branch until 1922 when two specially 
built 2-6-2's, numbers 30 and 32, went into operation, Cost 
of maintaining this unusual line cut heavily into the receipts 
of operations, and in 1935 the line was abandoned. e old 
trestles, fills and cuts can still be seen from the parallel 
highway. 


The Hetch Hetchy Railroad originally operated with its 

own power together with Sierra power leased for the occasion, 
Numbers 7 and 10 were used on the Hetch Hetchy during the 

early construction period of the Hetch Hetchy project. Later 
the line fell into disuse until 1954 when construction on the 
city's power project again resumed, This time the Hetch Hetchy 
was operated as a branch of the Sierra Railroad until 1939 when 
the line again became dormant, 
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SIERRA RAILROAD continued 


Sierra branch lines also included one to Melones Dam and 
another to Don Pedro Dam, Both branches were later torn up, 
but it is reported that the Melones branch may be rebuilt for 
the latest power project. 


The Hetch Hetchy & Yosemite Valleys Railroad is still 
operated as a lumber line by the West Side Lumber Company, 
This three foot. gauge line may have a short life remaining 
for only four years of cutting remains, The Sugar Pine Rail- 
road is now operated by the Pickering Lumber Company as a 
| logging line, but it too is said to be threatened by disappear- 
ing timber, 


At a foreclosure sale in 1937 the Sierra Railroad took 
' over the railroad operated up to that date under the name 
Sierra Railway of California. 


The new management substituted busses and trucks for 
the passenger train with the bus going all the way to Stockton. 
The bus service has since been discontinued, but the mail and 
express still goes by Sierra Railroad--truck, 


Today the line is freight only except for occasional 
special movements for the movies or trips like our own today, 
A special passenger train is available to all comers if you 
have three hundred dollars to spend, In fact the excursion 
committee of the CNRHS went over the line previewing todays 
trip on the 30th of May as guests of the Pacific Coast Chapter, 
R&LHS on just such a charter train. The engine number 3, 
a flat car and coach number 3 and a caboose made up the train, 
The Sierra declined to use this equipment for todays trip due 
to the fact that it could not hold the crowd and they did not 
wish to combine the SP's steel equipment with the wooden under- 
frame cars of their own, 


Sierra History from brocheur of 2nd Sierra trip produced 
by Ellsworth Medina. 


Pictures opposite page top to bottom: 
Engine number 7 at Jamestown 
Engine number 9 at Oakdale 
Engine number 12 at Jamestown 


From the collection of HAROLD HARDING 
Cover Photo: 


Sierra freight headed by engine number 34 
Taken by Lucius Beebe for "MIXED TRAINS DAILY" 


August 1 - santa Fe Branch Line tour by Northern California 
Railroad Club, Leaving Saturday night for southern end 
of San Joaquin Valley to cover Santa Fe branch lines, 


August 15 - Former Southern Pacific electric lines in East 
Bay by steam train jointly sponsored by California-Nevada 
Railroad Historical Society and Bay Area Electric Rail- 
Road Association, 


Other fall dates in tentitive stage will be announced in July 
issue of "The Western Railroader" and details of above trips 
will be mailed to subscribers, 
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by B.S. Richter —_ 
for its 
1 4-4-0 Yine ai 
Disposed of shortly after road completed expecte 
2 0-6-0 New York #506 1889 18x26-44-155-25000-94500 
Built as Montana Union #109, Northern Pacific fprvrsmp 
929, to Sierra, resold to Lassen Lumber & Box Ne 
#23 in 1923, sold Red River Lumber, scrapped Exposit 
9/40, # it 
3 4-6-0 Rogers #4493 1891 17x24-56-160-17470-100000 ~aeg 
Built as Prescott & Arizona Central No, 3 eastbor 
Retained as movie engine, Flyer v 
4 4-4-0 Baldwin #5851 1882 17x24-62-145-13790-80000 
Built as Northern Pacific 99. Sold Picker- CANBY I 
i Lumber Co, '17, renumbered 14, scrapped '36 
5 0-6-0 Schenectady #5177 1899 abandor 
Sold about 1902 to Hawaii Consolidated RR 40-mile 
which added pony and trailer wheels turning 
into a 2-6-2, MeCLOUI 
6 4-4-0 Baldwin #6113 1883 17x24-62-145-13790-80000 Tq 
Built as Northern Pacific #114, Scrapped '37. f3;.5¢}. 
7 4-4-0 Baldwin #5674 1882 17x24-62-145-13790-80000 delive: 
Built as Northern Pacific #93, Resold 
9 Heisler Heisler #1036 1899 16-3/4x14-40-160-20000-100000 WESTER] 
sold Pickering Lumber #8, West Side Lumber Py 
#1, scrapped 1947, meen 8) 
10 Shay Lima #718 1902 12x12-36-180-21500 summer 
Sold to Diamond Match Co, in 1917, to go | 
11 Shay Lima #788 1903 12x12-36-180-21500 uses 4 
Sold Pickering Lumber 1918, Verdi Lumber , 
Co., Clover Valley Lumber Co, same number YOSEMT 
12 Shay Lima #789 1903 143x12-36-180-29100 T 
Sold Pickering Lumber Co, 1924, from M 
13 to 17 and odd numbers 19 to 35 were never assigned abroad 
18 2-8-0 Baldwin #29790 1906 16x22-42-180-26010-111850 CY TO 
20 2-8-0 Baldwin #43344 1916 18x22-42-180-26010-118850 of m.. 
sold U.S, Army in 1942 became #6814 overhe 
22 2-8-0 Baldwin #53345 1920 18x22-42-180-26010-121000 date © 
sold California Western in 1940 became #41, vithou 
24 2-8-0 Baldwin #37577 1912 20x26-50-200-35360-163000 sat 
built as Nevada Copper Belt #3, Purchased '21 ‘. 
26 2-6-0 Baldwin #32646 1908 18x24-48-180-24800-124000 SAC RAN 
eenen By ceee Soave #8. purchased about 1922, , 1 
reso vies-Johnson Lumber, scrapped 1939 nsure 
28 2-8-0 Baldwin #55246 1922 19x26-48-185-30750-142000 . the le 
, Southe 
50 2-6-2 Baldwin fevers 1922 15x24-42-175-19130-98000 line r 
sold Howard Terminal '37, converted to 2-6-2T 
52 2-6-2 Baldwin octyl 1923 16x24-46-180-20440-106200 TIDEWA 
so dewater Southern '40, renumbered 132 7 
34 2-8-2 Baldwin #58679 1925 19x26-46-200-34690-175000 toa ] 
lst. 
56 2-8-2 Schenectady #68278 1930 21x28-50-200-42000-207000 
PORTL/ 
No. type Builder Bldr No, Date Cyl.-Dvs-B.P.-T.F.-Weight J 
removes 
Thanks to Sierra Railroad, Bill Tremewan, Bill W Monta 
Al Rose, G, M, Best, ye _— meni aband 
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NEARING OUT THE YARDS Coming oh snd 


road news, the short haul local stuff 
and LCL. 
STREAMLINER FOR "SUNSET ROUTE" 
The Southern Pacific has ordered streamlined equipment 
for its "Sunset Route" between Los Angeles and New Orleans, 
Jine diesel-electric locomotives and 78 passenger cars are 
expected to be delivered late this year at a cost of $15 million, 


REVISED SCHEDULES THROUGH THE FEATHER RIVER CANYON 

New schedules effective May 30th now take Western Pacific's 
Exposition Flyer through the Feather River Canyon by daylight 
on its westbound trip. The Feather River Express, renamed 
Royal Gorge and extended to Salt Lake make the dayiight trip 
eastbound. Both trains carry vista dome cars, but only the 
Flyer will have diesel power, 


CANBY LOGGING RAILROAD BEING ABANDONED 

The Ralph L. Smith Lumber Company of Canby, Calif., is 
abandoning its logging railroad and trucks will take over the 
40-mile haul to the mill, - Larry Harrison 


MeCLOUD RIVER RAILROAD ORDERS DIESEL 

The McCloud River Railroad has ordered a 1500 horse-power 
diesel-clectric road switcher from Baldwin Locomotive Works for 
deliver this October, - Hogan 


WESTERN ENGINES IN CHICAGO RAILROAD FAIR 

Paramount's movie engines--ex-V&T 18 and 22, 4-4-0's--have 
been shipped to Chicago to appear in the Railroad Fair this 
summer, Fox's engine--ex-Fort Worth & Denver 9--is scheduled 
to go east later, Ex-V&T 20 has been inspected for possible 
use; it is at El Monte for sale at $6000, -- Best 


YOSEMITE VALLEY ENGINES MOVED : 

The Yosemite Valley engines 26, 27 and 28 have been moved 
from Modesto to Pittsburg, Cal., reportedly for possible sale 
abroad, -- Choate 


KY TO BUS-T FOUR LINES JUNE 20 

The Public Utilities Commission having approved abandonment 
of the 10, 11 and 12 car lines in Oakland provided rails and 
overhead remained intact for one year, the Key System set the 
date of June 20th for bus operation on the 7 (previously granted 
without restriction), 10, 11 and 12 lines. Application for 
busses on the 1, 2, 4 and 5 lines is still pending, 


SACRAMENTO NORTHIRN RUNS INSPECTION TRIP 

The annual trip of the Sacramento Northern officials and 
insurance inspectors left Oakland May 18 in car MW 302 (ex-1020) 
the last motorized passenger car in operation, Tidewater 
Southern's diesel #135, under lease, was used on parts of the 
line not having tpolley wire, BAER Review 


TIDEWATER SOUTHERN SCRAPS LAST ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE 

The Tidewater Southern sold its last electric locomotive 
to a local scrap dealer who scrapped it at Modesto about May 
Ist. The line is now 100% diesel operation, - Rose 


PORTLAND TRACTION PROMISES STREET CAR ABANDONMENTS 

At the request of the city the Portland Traction has promised 
removal of the remaining east side car linés--Alberta, Broadway, 
Yontavilla and Mt, Tabor this year. The Bridge Transfer line was 
abandoned earlier this year, 














TUOLUMNE COUNTY & MARIPOSA COUNTY RAILROADS 
GAUGE RAILROAD CONDITION 


4*-84", CALIFORNIA PEACH GROWERS RR,... Abandoned 
30"... EMPIRE CITY RRL... econ eeeee eee Adandoned 
4*—94", HETCH HETCHY RR... .. eee e nese Operating 
36"... HETCH HETCHY 4 YOSEMITE VALLEYS, .Operat ing® 
2m"... MERCED GOLD MINING CO RR,......ADandon 
4°84". SUGAR PINE RY... ..ccesencccees Operatings 
larrow,, SIERRA & SAN FRANC! SCO POWER CO, , Abandoned 
4'-B9".. SIERRA RAILROAD, .....cececeseeOperatin 
Angeles Branch..seceseeeeees ADando 
Atlas Branctn...eceseseeeess. ADandoned 
Don Pedro Dam Branch........Abandoned 
Metones Dam Branch..........Abandoned 
Old Main Lime,...ceceeeeeees ADandoned 
30" .. YOSEMITE SHORT LINE.......22...Adandoned 
u*-84".. YOSEMITE LUMBER CO.............Adandoned 
u'-65",, YOSEMITE SUGAR PINE LBR. 
4'-84".. YOSEMITE VALLEY RAILWAY,,......Abandoned 


*Operating as WEST SIDE LUMBER CO. 
S sOperating as PICKERING LUMBER CORP. 
STOCKTON 

















MAP OF THE 
SIERRA RAILROAD 
AND CONNECTIONS 
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